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Laurence Boone is the OECD Chief Economist and G20 
Finance Deputy. Previously, she was Chief Economist at AXA 
Group. She was on the board of Kering and remains a member of 
the Strategic committee of Agence France Trésor. She is a mem-
ber of the Cercle des Economistes as well as of SDA Bocconi.
Prior to this, she was Special Advisor to the President of the French Re-
public; Chief Economist and MD at Bank of America Merrill Lynch; MD 
and Chief Economist, Barclays Capital; Economist, OECD; Economist, 
CEPII, France and Quantitative Analyst, Merrill Lynch Asset Management.
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Ulrik Vestergaard Knudsen took up his duties as Deputy 
Secretary-General in January 2019.  His portfolio includes the strategic 
direction of OECD policy on Science, Technology & Innovation, Trade 
& Agriculture as well as Entrepreneurship, SMEs and Regions & Cities. 
Until the end of 2018, Mr. Knudsen was Permanent Secretary of State at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Denmark. Prior to this, he served as Sherpa 
and Chief Diplomatic Advisor to two Danish Prime Ministers on Security 
Policy, EU and Foreign Affairs in the Prime Minister’s Office. Mr. Knudsen 
served as Ambassador to the OECD and UNESCO in Paris (2008-2009). 
Besides his diplomatic career, which includes postings in London (2003-
2004), Washington (1998-2000)  and Moscow (1997), he briefly served 
as Group Director for International Policy in Vodafone, London (2013).
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Álvaro Santos Pereira is Director of the Country Stud-
ies Branch at the OECD Economics Department, where he over-
sees the making of Economic Surveys. He provides leadership in 
the co-ordination and management of the activities of the Direc-
torate and ensures that it is at the forefront of the internation-
al political economy agenda. He identifies challenges and devel-
ops ways in which the OECD can promote policies to improve 
member and partner countries long-term economic performance.
Prior to joining the OECD, Mr Pereira was Minister for Economy 
& Employment in Portugal, responsible for the areas of Industry, 
Commerce and Services, Tourism, Energy and Public Works, Trans-
portation, and Employment. Mr Pereira was in charge of a ma-
jor programme of economic and labour reforms. Previously, Mr 
Pereira taught economics in universities in Canada and the UK.
Mr. Pereira has published a number of academic books and papers.

Karolina Ekholm 
While being on leave from her position as professor of econom-
ics at Stockholm University, Karolina Ekholm served as a depu-
ty governor of the Swedish central bank 2009-2014 and as state 
secretary at the Swedish Ministry of Finance 2014-2019. As state 
secretary she was responsible for economic analysis (including 
forecasting) and international cooperation on economic policy.
 Karolina Ekholm’s research has primarily dealt with international trade 
and investment. She has published academic papers in the Journal of 
the European Economic Association, Journal of International Econom-
ics, European Economic Review and Economic Journal. She has also 
published several articles and reports on economic policy in Swedish.
Between 2001 and 2007 she served as a member of the Swedish Eco-
nomic Council, which provided the Swedish Ministry of Finance with 
economic policy advice. Between 2007 and 2009 she served as a 
member of the Swedish Fiscal Policy Council, which evaluates the fis-
cal policy of the Swedish government. She has been active as external 
research director at the Center for Business and Policy Studies (SNS) 
in Stockholm and served as a member of the board of the Swedish 
Economic Association and the Swedish Institute for European Poli-
cy Studies (Sieps). In 2005 she was editor of the Swedish Economic
Association’s journal, Ekonomisk Debatt (Economic debate). She cur-
rently serves on the board of the Brussel-based think tank Bruegel and 
AP7, a government agency that manages premium pension funds.
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Sergei Guriev is Professor of Economics, Sciences Po  Paris
Sergei Guriev joined Sciences Po as a tenured professor of economics in 
2013 after running the New Economic School in Moscow in 2004-13. In 
2016-19, he has been on leave from Sciences Po to serve as the Chief Econo-
mist of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD).
Dr. Guriev’s research interests include political economics, labor 
mobility, corporate governance and contract theory. Dr. Guriev has 
published in international refereed journals including American Eco-
nomic Review, Review of Economic Studies, Journal of European Eco-
nomic Association, Economic Journal, Journal of   Economic Perspec-
tives, Brookings Papers on Economic Activity and American Political 
Science Review. He has been a board member of Sberbank, E.ON 
Russia, Alfa-Strakhovanie Insurance Company, Russia Venture Com-
pany, Russian Home Mortgage Lending Agency, Russian Agricultural 
Bank, and the Dynasty Foundation. In 2006, he was selected a Young 
Global Leader by the World Economic Forum. In 2009-11, he was in-
cluded in the top 100 of the President of Russia’s Cadre Reserve. In 
2016-17 he has served as the President of the Society for Institutional 
and Organizational Economics. He is also a member of the Executive 
Committee of the International Economic Association. He is also a 
Research Fellow (and the Leader of the Research and Policy Network 
on Populism) at the Centre for Economic Policy Research, London.

Anton Hemerijck joined the EUI, as Profes-
sor of Political Science and Sociology, in January 2017
  joined the EUI, as Professor of Political Science and Sociology, in Jan-
uary 2017. Trained as an economist at Tilburg University in the Neth-
erlands, he took his doctorate from Oxford University. In his capacity 
of Dean of the Faculty of the Social Sciences at the Vrije Universiteit of 
Amsterdam, together with Jonathan Zeitlin, he founded with the Uni-
versity of Amsterdam, the Amsterdam Centre for Contemporary Euro-
pean Studies (ACCESS EUROPE). He also directed the Scientific Council 
for Government Policy (WRR), the principle think tank in the Nether-
lands, while holding a professorship in Comparative European Social 
Policy at the Erasmus University Rotterdam. Between 1996 and 2000 he 
was senior researcher at the Max-Planck-Institute for the Study of So-
cieties in Cologne. In addition, he has held numerous visiting appoint-
ments, ranging from MIT to the University of Lisbon, the University of 
Antwerp, the Collegio Carlo Alberto of Turin University. Between 2014 
and 2017, Anton Hemerijck was Centennial Professor of Social Policy at 
the London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE).  Over the 
past decade he frequently served as an advisor on social policy, social 
investment and the welfare state for the European Commission. Key 
publications include Changing Welfare States (2013) and The Uses of 
Social Investment (2017), both published with Oxford University Press.  
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Jose De Luna, currently Deputy Undersecretary for Pub-
lic Credit, has 25 years of professional experience in the financial 
sector. Previously, he was Head of the Development Banking Unit 
from December 2018 to July 31st2016. He worked in the World 
Bank for 20 years, directing work teams in more than 37 countries 
in projects related to banking regulation, remittances, develop-
ment banking and international finances. He was Executive Director 
in Rural Finance – a temporary license from the World Bank (2007 
to 2010); and Director (1994 to 1997) and Vicepresident Advisor 
(1991 to 1992) from the National Banking and Securities Comission.
Jose De Luna has a Bachelor’s Degree in Public Administra-
tion from Colegio de Mexico, and a Ph.D. in Political Econ-
omy from Berlin University in Germany. He is author to nu-
merous publishings in international finances. In 2000 he won 
second place in the Jacques de Larosiere award to the best essay 
in international finances by the Institute of International Finance.

Romina Boarini is Senior Advisor to the OECD Secre-
tary-General and the Coordinator of the Inclusive Growth Initiative. 
In this capacity Ms Boarini advises the OECD Secretary-General and 
the Chief of Staff on Inclusive Growth issues. She heads the OECD 
the Inclusive Growth (IG) Initiative, the largest OECD horizontal 
programme involving more than 10 OECD Directorates, and she 
is in charge of the Business for Inclusive Growth Platform. Before 
joining the Office of the Secretary-General, Romina has worked as 
Deputy Head of the Well-Being Division of the Statistics Directorate 
and the Head of the Well-Being and Progress Section, where she 
was responsible for OECD Better Life Initiative, the statistical pillar 
of the OECD Inclusive Growth Initiative and the OECD Pilot Study 
on SDGs. She also led the Statistics Directorate’s contributions to 
SDGs-related National Development Strategies and the project on 
Business and Well-Being. In her previous roles she was working as 
an economist in both the Economics Department and in the Em-
ployment, Labour and Social Affairs Directorate, carrying out re-
search on structural issues as well as country-specific policy analysis. 
Before joining the OECD in 2005, Ms. Boarini was a post-doctor-
al fellow in Sustainable Development (Chaire EDF-Ecole Polytech-
nique) and worked as a consultant to the French Ministry of Social 
Affairs. Ms. Boarini, an Italian national, holds a PhD in Economics 
from the Ecole Polytechnique (Paris) and her Research Interests in-
clude: Well-being, Poverty, Education and Behavioural Economics. 



The Changing Policitical Economy of Structural Reform

Christina Fong is Senior Research Scientist in the Department 
of Social and Decision Sciences at Carnegie Mellon University and a CE-
Sifo Research Network Fellow. She holds a PhD in Economics from the 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst. Working in the fields of public 
economics, political economy, and experimental economics, much of 
her research investigates determinants of public and private generosity, 
with a focus on the role of fairness in redistributive attitudes and behavior.

Yann Algan is the Dean of the School of Public Affairs and Pro-
fessor of Economics at Sciences Po.  His research focuses on Digital 
Economy and E-government. He also specializes on Social capital, 
Trust and Well-being in relation to individual outcomes and economic 
behavior, with particular attention to the role of education, manage-
ment, and institutions.  His work incorporates methods from psychol-
ogy, economics and big data, including randomized evaluations of 
public policies.  He is a member of the OECD High Level Expert Group 
on Well-Being, and is affiliated with CEPR and IZA.  His awards include 
the Best French Young Economist (2009), and his books on trust and 
French society have been awarded Best French Economics Book and 
French Essay (2009) and Best French Economics Book, Prix Lycéen 
(2013).  In 2010 he was awarded an ERC Starting Grant for his project 
“Trust”. In 2015, he received a second ERC grant, a consolidator one, 
for the project “Sowell” on Social Preferences, Well-Being, and Policy.”
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Astrid Hopfensitz is associate professor of econom-
ics at the Toulouse School of Economics and member of the 
Institute for Advanced Study Toulouse and the Institute Uni-
versitaire de France. She holds degrees from the University of 
Amsterdam (Ph.D), the University of Massachusetts Amherst 
(M.A) and the University of Ulm, Germany (M.S.). Astrid Hop-
fensitz is working at the intersection between experimen-
tal economics and psychology, studying the impact of emo-
tions and other psychological factors on decision making.

Stuti Khemani is a Senior Economist in the Development 
Research Group of the World Bank. Her area of research is the po-
litical economy of public policy choices, and institutional reforms 
for development. Her work is published in economics and po-
litical science journals, such as the American Economic Journal, 
Journal of Development Economics and American Political Sci-
ence Review. She is the lead author of the Policy Research Report 
on Governance: Making Politics Work for Development: Harness-
ing Transparency and Citizen Engagement. She is currently exam-
ining how policy actors can build state capacity and strengthen 
professional norms in government agencies to deliver the public 
goods needed for development. Her research and advisory work 
span a diverse range of countries, including Benin, China, India, 
the Philippines, Nigeria, Tanzania and Uganda. She holds a PhD 
in Economics from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
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Luiz de Mello is Director of the Policy Stud-
ies Branch in the Economics Department of the OECD.  
Together with the policy studies teams, Mr. de Mello provides leader-
ship and strategic direction within the economics department, ensur-
ing the design and implementation of analysis and policies which pro-
mote stronger, cleaner, fairer and more inclusive economic growth for 
member and partner countries. Structural policy surveillance, short 
and long term economic outlooks, public finance and macroeconom-
ic policy analysis are among the key workstreams for policy studies. 
Earlier in his career, Mr. de Mello held senior positions at the OECD, 
including Deputy-Director of the Public Governance Directorate and 
Chief of Staff and Counsellor to the Chief Economist. Prior to joining 
the OECD, he worked as a Senior Economist at the Fiscal Affairs De-
partment of the International Monetary Fund, and as a Lecturer at the 
Economics Department of the University of Kent, United Kingdom. He 
holds a PhD in Economics from the University of Kent, United Kingdom. 

Tito Boeri is full professor of economics at Bocconi Univer-
sity, Milan (where he had been also Dean for Research until fall 
2014). He was Centennial Professor at the London School of Eco-
nomics, where he is currently Senior Visiting Professor. From March 
2015 to February 2019, he was President of the Italian Social Se-
curity administration (Inps). His field of research is labour eco-
nomics, redistributive policies and political economics. He is Sci-
entific Advisor of the Fondazione RODOLFO DEBENEDETTI, where 
he acted as Scientific Director since its inception in 1998 to 2015.
He is research fellow at CEPR, CEP-LSE, IZA, Netspar and Igier-Bocconi. 
Before becoming president of INPS, he was columnist for La Repubbli-
ca and collaborated with some foreign newspapers such as Financial 
Times and Le Monde. He is the founder of the economic policy watch-
dog website www.lavoce.info, in the editorial board of www.voxeu.
org, and the Scientific Director of the Festival of Economics in Trento.
After obtaining his Ph.D. in Economics from New York Universi-
ty, Tito Boeri was senior economist at the Organisation for Eco-
nomic Co-operation and Development (OECD) from 1987 to 
1996. In this position, among other things, he coordinated all 
the work carried out by the OECD in the field of human resource 
policies in the central and eastern European economies in tran-
sition after 1990. He was also consultant to the Internation-
al Monetary Fund, the World Bank, The European Commission, 
the International Labour Office, and the Italian Government.
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Mattia Romani is Managing Director for Economics, Policy and 
Governance at the European Bank for Reconstruction and Develop-
ment. 
Before joining the EBRD in 2014, he was the Deputy Director General and 
Chief Economist of the Global Green Growth Institute, an international 
organization based in South Korea created to support developing and 
emerging countries on their green growth plans. He was previously with 
McKinsey and Company, where he worked as a senior expert since 2009.
He served as Lord Nicholas Stern’s deputy on the UN Secre-
tary General High-Level Advisory Group on Climate Finance 
in 2010. Between 2007 and 2009, he worked as the lead econ-
omist on the Stern Review team in the UK Government.
He was previously at Shell International working on long-term scenarios. 
Between 1999 and 2003 he worked at the World Bank in Washington DC, 
Abidjan and Antananarivo. He holds a doctorate (D.Phil.) in economics 
from the University of Oxford and a M.Sc. in Development Studies from the 
London School of Economics. Dr. Romani was also a Senior Visiting Fellow 
at the Grantham Research Institute at the London School of Economics.

Romain Duval is Advisor to the Chief Economist in the IMF 
Research Department, where he also leads the Structural Reforms 
Unit. Previously he was the Division Chief for Regional Studies of the 
IMF Asia Pacific Department and led the Regional Economic Outlook. 
Prior to joining the Fund, he was the Division Chief for Structural Pol-
icies Surveillance at the OECD Economics Department, where he was 
also the editor of the flagship publication Going for Growth. He has 
published extensively in leading academic and policy-oriented jour-
nals on a wide range of topics including the economics and political 
economy of labor and product market regulations, growth, produc-
tivity, trade, monetary policy, equilibrium real exchange rates, and 
climate change economics. Over the years his research has also been 
profiled multiple times in leading global newspapers and magazines 
such as The Economist, Financial Times, Wall Street Journal or Bloomb-
erg. He holds a PhD in Economics from University Paris-I-Sorbonne. 



Mary-Veronica Tovšak Pleterski is a direc-
tor in the European Commission, at DG ECFIN in charge of in-
vestment, growth and structural reforms.
At the European Commission, she also held a position of direc-
tor for European and international carbon markets at DG CLIMA 
and a position of principal adviser at DG CNECT. Before joining 
the European Commission, Mrs Tovšak Pleterski was the Dep-
uty Permanent Representative in the Permanent Representa-
tion of Slovenia to the EU. In this capacity she also chaired the 
COREPER1 (committee of deputy permanent representatives) 
during Slovenian Presidency of the EU in 2008. She started her 
career in the Ministry of foreign affairs of Slovenia and served 
as a Slovenian diplomat in Strasbourg, New York and Brussels.
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